GREEN TOWNSHIP PLANNING BOARD MINUTES
REGULAR MEETING, June 11, 2015     
CALL TO ORDER: @6:35 PM, the Board Chairman, Scott Holzhauer CALLED THE MEETING TO ORDER and then led everyone in recitation of the PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.  Before reading the OPEN PUBLIC MEETING statement, the Chairman asked everyone to stand for a MOMENT OF SILENCE for good friend and colleague, Board member Laszlo Raffay, who passed away on May 25, 2015. 
ROLL CALL: The Board Secretary, Desiree L. Dunn was asked to call the Roll finding Scott Holzhauer, Joseph Cercone, James Chirip, Daniel Conkling, Eugene Bambara and Jason Rittie in attendance. Also present: Board Attorney, Lyn Aaroe, Esq. 

MOTION TO EXCUSE ABSENT MEMBERS: Watson Perigo, Michael Rose, Michael Viersma and Richard Wilson 

· Chirip so moved.  Conkling seconded. VOICE VOTE: All eligible members present voted "aye" in the affirmative. No abstentions. No objections. Motion carried. 
OATHES OF OFFICE FOR NEW / REAPPOINTED BOARD MEMBERS: The Board Attorney administered the Oath to James Chirip.  
PROFESSIONAL CONTRACT: 
a. Board Attorney’s Amended Contract - @ 6:39 PM, Aaroe described his new pay-rate breaking bills down in ½ hour increments, as well as his new Certificate of Liability Insurance. The Chairman entertained a motion to approve said amendments to the Professional Service Contract and the Resolution. 
· Chirip so moved. Conkling seconded. ROLL CALL VOTE: Holzhauer – YES; Cercone – YES; Chirip – YES; Conkling – YES; Bambara – YES; and, Rittie – YES. No abstentions. No objections. Motion carried.  








RESOLUTIONS: 

a. Board Attorney’s Amended Resolution -  

· Chirip moved to amend his previous motion to make it combined Contract and Resolution. Conkling seconded. VOICE VOTE: All eligible members present voted "aye" in the affirmative. No abstentions. No objections. Motion carried. 
MOTION TO APPROVE MINUTES:   
Correction(s): None
· Conkling so moved. Chirip seconded. VOICE VOTE: All eligible members present voted “aye” in the affirmative. No objections. No abstentions. Motion carried.  

PUBLIC HEARING – 2012 FARMLAND PRESERVATION PLAN

@ 6:40 PM, Barbara Heskins Davis, P.P. - Vice President, Programs for The Land Conservancy of New Jersey presented the Plan provided in hardcopy and also with maps shown on the DVD TV. She discussed the total agricultural land and the various designations. She described significant farmland with a long history of the County farmland. State approval of the Plan and subsequent Hearings were on hold, but they allocated funding regardless. Described the importance of tillable acreage. She identified the three (3) Project Areas – Whittingham, Tranquility and Pequest.  She differentiated between Open Space land and Agricultural designation. Green Township located entirely in a County Agricultural Development Area, with the exception of the 7th Day Adventists property. Described eligibility for State funding. 
Described the goals contained therein. Details about the total acreage preserved was offered. She stressed the importance of approving the Plan so that the Agricultural Development Committee can go forward with their targeted properties. Discussion and questioning continued. The Chairman entertained a motion to adopt the Farmland Preservation Plan. 
· Chirip so moved. Conkling seconded. DISCUSSION: In answer to the Chairman, the Board Attorney described his previous interactions with the State regarding the Right to Farm Ordinance.  Board members commended the Plan and the work done by TLCNJ. The Board Attorney stated for the record that no one was in the audience to offer Public Comment on the matter. For the record, as well, the Board Secretary affirmed that Public Notice had been sent out to adjoining municipalities and county Planning Departments. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: Holzhauer – YES; Cercone – YES; Chirip – YES; Conkling – YES; Bambara – YES; and, Rittie – YES. No abstentions. No objections. Motion carried.  
RESOLUTIONS:

a. The Board Attorney presented a Resolution to endorse and describe the Board Action taken to approve the Plan. 

· Conkling so moved. Cercone seconded. ROLL CALL VOTE:  Holzhauer – YES; Cercone – YES; Chirip – YES; Conkling – YES; Bambara – YES; and, Rittie – YES. No abstentions. No objections. Motion carried. Said Resolution was taken back by the Board Attorney who said it would be sent with the vote written in by the next day.  
Some discussion ensued regarding specific properties targeted for farmland preservation.  
PUBLIC COMMENT: The Chairman noted that no one was in the audience to offer Public Comment. 
PAYMENT OF BILLS: Combination of bills signed and pending since the last meeting. 
· Chirip so moved. Cercone seconded. ROLL CALL VOTE: Rittie – YES; Conkling – YES; Chirip – YES; Bambara – YES; Cercone – YES; and, Holzhauer – YES. No abstentions. No objections. Motion carried.
ORDINANCE SUBCOMMITTEE: The Board Attorney had no updates to offer. 

CROSS-OVER REPORT:  Bambara discussed the recent approval of a monopole cell tower off Shotwell Road (Cellco / Verizon) 
PERSONNEL SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT: A Resolution was offered by the Board Attorney to change the meeting dates to the 3rd Thursdays of the month. The Board Secretary asked when the change would take place and she was told July 16th.  All Professionals and most Board members had been queried as to scheduling conflicts and none were reported.

· Conkling motioned to change the dates as well as approve an adjoining Resolution. Rittie seconded. ROLL CALL VOTE: Rittie – YES; Conkling – YES; Chirip – YES; Bambara – YES; Cercone – YES; and, Holzhauer – YES. No abstentions. No objections. Motion carried.
OTHER BOARD BUSINESS: 

· County Water Quality projects reviewed was discussed. 

AFFIRMATION OF NEW SUBCOMMITTEE / LIAISON APPOINTMENT: The Chairman chose not to appoint a replacement for Raffay in that the Board still has four (4) members, so unless it becomes an issue for the TRC, it will be deferred until Reorganization in 2016.  
ADJOURNEMENT: 

· @ 7:32 PM, Chirip so moved to adjourn the meeting. Cercone seconded. VOICE VOTE: 
All eligible members present voted “aye” in the affirmative. No objections. No abstentions. Motion carried.  

Minutes Respectfully Submitted by: 
Desiree L. Dunn, Secretary to the Planning Board & Board of Adjustment

√ APPROVED July 16, 2015
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